
History of U.S. Part I OGT Notes  
 
Regions of the United States 
  1.  In the past, the U.S. was an agricultural (farming) country. 
 
  2.  Today, the U.S is mostly an industrialized (businesses, factories), urban (big cities) society, though the  
       South has remained mainly rural. 
 
  3. The Northeast (formerly the New England and Middle Colonies) 

 Maine and Massachusetts 

 settled by the Pilgrims, Puritans, and the Pilgrims mainly for religious reasons 

 Due to rocky conditions and short growing seasons, farming was difficult and limited to subsistence 
farming (farming for your own needs) 

 economic activity related to fishing, shipping, and manufacturing. 

 The 2nd Industrial Revolution began here. 
 

   4. The Southeast (The Southern Colonies) 

 Florida, Virginia, and Alabama 

 settled by mostly wealthy farmers who lived on plantations and who used slave labor to harvest cash 
crops (crops to sell) of tobacco, rice, indigo, and later cotton. 

 other economic activities included textile (cloth) mills and coal mining 
 
    5.  The Midwest (The Northwest Territory and Louisiana Purchase) 

 between the Appalachian Mountains and Rocky Mountains in the North (Ohio and Kansas) 

 was settled by a more diverse (different) population and had a wide range of economic activities 
including steel mills, meatpacking, and railroads 

 known as “The Breadbasket” because of the fertile (rich) soil 

 Agricultural Revolution occurred here. 

 The Midwest is the nation’s industrial, transportation, and agricultural center. 

 By 1890, Chicago had become the 2nd largest city after New York City. 

 Refrigerated railroads cars helped expand the meat packing industry. 
 

    6. The West (The Lewis and Clark Expedition and Mexican American War)  

 from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Coast (California, Washington, and Colorado) 

 People moved out west for cheap land and other opportunities. 

 Gold was found at Sutter’s Mill which started the mass migration westward. 

 The building of the transcontinental railroad (mainly by Irish and Chinese workers) helped to make 
the migration faster, easier, and cheaper. 
 

 7.  The Southwest (Mexican American War and Gadsden Purchase) 

 Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona 

 remains a mix of native and immigrant populations 

 The arrival of the railroads expanded cattle ranching. 

 The area is very arid (dry), so water is a prime resource in this area. 

 Dams were built to help with irrigation of crops. 

 The discovery of oil created many “boom towns” (towns that sprang up overnight.) 
 
 
 
] 
 



Growth of a Nation: U.S. Explorations, Colonization, and Land Acquisitions: 
  8.  The Native Americans migrated across Beringia (the land bridge) around 20,000 years ago during the last  
       Ice Age from Siberia (Asia) and settled in parts of North and South America. 
  
  9.  In 1492 Christopher Columbus “discovered” the New World giving Spain a claim to it.  The Spanish  
       settled in Florida, the American Southwest, and Central and South America. 
 
10. The Columbian Exchange: the exchange of products from the Old to the New World; from  Europe:  
      cows, pigs, chickens, wheat, disease; from the Americas: potatoes, tomatoes, tobacco, corn, turkey 
        
11. Contact between Europeans and the indigenous peoples of the Americas (Native Americans) would lead  
       to both cooperation (Thanksgiving) and conflict (wars).  Many indigenous tribes were decimated or  
       exterminated to do diseases brought by Europeans including measles and influenza.  Others were killed  
       by war.  Those that survived were often forced to assimilate to Western culture. 
 
12. assimilation: to make similar; adopting the practice of another culture (Americanization) 
 
13. The French explored Canada through the Saint Lawrence River.  They traveled extensively throughout the  
      Great Lakes and down the Mississippi River as part of their fur trade; “Louisiana.” 
  
14. The English settled in Jamestown, Virginia in 1607 and Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620.  They  
      eventually established 13 colonies along the Atlantic Coast that expanded to the Appalachian Mountains. 
 
15.  colonialism: a system where one country extends its control over foreign dependencies, especially for  
       economic or political benefit 
 
16.  indentured servants: an individual who signs a contract in which they agree to work for a master for a  
       certain number of years in return for passage to America or other debts slavery: example of forced  
       migration; many slaves were brought from Africa to work on the plantations in the U.S. South 
 
17. Inspired by the Enlightenment ideals of natural rights (life, liberty, and property) and social contract (that  
      the government should protect the rights of the people), the 13 original colonies declared independence  
      from Great Britain in 1776. 
 
18.  After the Revolutionary War against Great Britain, the United States’ boundaries were: 
       East: Atlantic Ocean 
       West: Appalachian Mountains 
       South: Spanish Florida and Gulf of Mexico 
       North: British Canada 
 
19. The area between the Ohio River and the Mississippi was called the Northwest Territory which would be  
      divided to create 5 states including Ohio. 
 
20.  Northwest Ordinance of 1787: This law prohibited slavery and guaranteed freedom of religion, trial by  
       jury, and a free public education in the Northwest Territory. 
 
21.  The building trails and roads, invention of the steamboat, the building of canals (man-made waterways),  
       and the building of the transcontinental (across the U.S.) helped to expand the United States from the  
       Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean (Manifest Destiny). 
 
22. The United States bought land west of the Mississippi River including the port of New Orleans from the  
      French. The Louisiana Purchase and it doubled the size of the U.S. 



23.  The exploration of the Louisiana Territory by the Lewis and Clark Expedition lead by Sacajawea would  
       allow the United States to claim the Pacific Northwest (Oregon Territory). 
 
24.  In 1818, the U.S. bought Florida from Spain; the U.S. would now own all the land below the Great Lakes  
       and east of the Mississippi River. 
 
25. Monroe Doctrine: beginning of the isolationist policy; warned Europe to stay out of the Western  
      Hemisphere 
 
26. The Trail of Tears: The forced removal of the Cherokee Indians from their homeland in the eastern part=  
      of the United States to Oklahoma in the West to live on reservations (land managed by a Native  
      American tribe or tribes under the U.S. Department of the Interior's Bureau of Indian Affairs.) 
 
27.  Irish Potato Famine: In the mid 19th century, millions of Irish immigrants came to America because a   
       blight (disease) on the potato crop caused the potatoes to rot resulting in famine. 
 
28.  western migration: People moving west of the Mississippi River for land, natural resources, and jobs 
 
29.  wagon trails: the most common mode of transportation to the American West before the 1860s and the  
       building of the transcontinental railroad 
 
30.  The Oregon Trail: the trail by which thousands of settlers went by wagon trail to lands in the western  
       part of the U.S. 
  
31.  Transcontinental Railroad: the railroad that spanned across the American West connecting the East coast  
       to the West coast; it allowed people and goods to be transported faster, easier, and cheaper; the Irish and  
       Chinese were the main ethnic groups who worked on the transcontinental railroad 
 
32.  Homestead Act of 1852: a law passed by Congress which gave 160 acres of land to settlers in exchange  
       for a $10.00 filing fee and a promise to improve the land in 5 years. 
 
33.  The westward expansion would result in the conflicts with the Native Americas, displacement  
       (movement) of the Native Americans to reservations, and the forced assimilation to a “Western culture”. 
 
34.  Texas (The Lone Star Republic) gained its independence from Mexico in 1836, but it became a state in  
       1845. 
 
35.  After winning the Mexican American War (1848), the U.S. bought the land that would become California,  
       Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico from Mexico. 
 
36.  By 1853 (Gadsden Purchase), the U.S. owned all land that would become the “Lower 48 states.” 
 
37. The Gold Rush: The finding of gold in California in 1848 encouraged a large migration of people to move  
      to the American West for the first time; those looking for gold were known as the “Forty-Niners.” 
 
38. Alaska was purchased from Russia in 1867 but dubbed as “Seward's Folly” or Seward’s Icebox since most  
      people thought it was a foolish purchase.  Later, both gold and oil would be found in the territory. 
 
39. After the Spanish American war (1896-1898), the United States gains control of the Philippines, Cuba,  
     Puerto Rico, and Guam.  Eventually, the Philippines and Cuba will be granted independence, Puerto Rico  
     and Guam are still U.S. territories. 
 



40. In 1898, the U.S. Congress also voted to annex Hawaii—a convenient coaling station in the Pacific for  
      ships on the way to Japan or China. 
 
41. The United States gained possession of the Virgin Islands from the Dutch in WWI (1914-1918). 
 
The Industrial Revolution 
42.  Industrial Revolution: the change from things being made in the home by hand to things being made by  
       machines in factories in cities 
 
43.  The Industrial Revolution would encourage the United States to acquire (get) other possessions in the  
       world to gain the natural resources needed for the process and land for new markets in which to sell their  
       products. 
 
44. 1st Industrial Revolution: began in Britain in the mid 1700s in the textile (cloth) industries. Most of the  
      workers were women and children. 
 
46. cottage industries: most of the work in the textile business (spinning and weaving) was done in the homes  
      by women to earn extra money for the family 
 
47. With the invention of large machines such as the spinning jenny, factories were located in cities where  
      they was a cheap and steady supply of workers 
 
48. Cities became crowded and lacked the infrastructure (housing, water, sewage) needed for the increased  
      population density.  They were unsafe due to unsanitary conditions, crime, and fire hazards. 
 
49. Women and children worked long hours for low pay in dangerous working conditions. 
 
50. The textile industry spurred on other industries such as coal, iron, and transportation industries to get  
      natural resources to the factories and ship products to market. 
 
51. Labor Unions (groups started to improve working conditions) were forbidden by the governments of  
     Europe. 
 
52. People began emigrating out of their countries of Europe and immigrating to the United States for social  
      (living conditions), political (rights), economic (higher pay), and environmental reasons (famine). 
 
53. 2nd Industrial Revolution: occurred in the United States in the late 1800s and early 1900s in various  
      industries and spread to other countries 
 
54. The invention of steam engine provided a cheap and reliable source of power and also helped to transport  
      goods and inventions to markets and other parts of the world. 
 
55. interchangeable parts (Eli Whitney): items such as guns were now made by a process in which the a  
      broken part could be exchanged for a new one; this made production easier, faster, and cheaper 
 
56. factory system: people began working in factories, where skilled work was replaced by performance of  
      simple repetitive tasks 
 
57. mass production: vast amounts of identical goods were made (Henry Ford-Model T) 
 
58. As the demand for cheap textiles and other mass produced goods grew, more factories were built,  
      employing ever greater numbers of workers. 



59. While factory owners grew rich and powerful, conditions for many workers worsened. Instead of working  
      at home, workers spend long hours in factories. Early factories were often horrible places to work,  
      extremely noisy and unsafe. The workday was especially long and wages were low. Workers could be let  
      go for any cause. Many factories relied chiefly on women and children, who received lower wages.  
     Children were often used for the most dangerous jobs. 
 
60. tenements: poorly maintained apartments that most people lived in in urban areas 
 
61. ethnic neighborhoods: neighborhoods in which people of the same country or nationality settled  
     (Chinatown, German Village, Little Italy) 
 
62. A rise of nativism (dislike of foreigners) occurred after the Civil War in many cities leading to the rise of  
     hate crimes and immigration restrictions. 
  
63. Agriculture Revolution: new scientific methods (rotating crops, fertilizers), machinery (reaper and  
     harvester), or practices (fertilizers and barbed wire fences) led to more food grown that could feed the  
     growing cities.  
 
64.  New machines meant faster production with less labor (workers) needed.  People from rural areas will  
      move to urban areas looking for jobs. 
 
65. More crops grown = more food = costs go down = more people can afford to buy food = high standard  
     of living = more people living = higher population density = urban problems of overcrowding, unsanitary  
     conditions, and competition for jobs = lowering of pay = rise of unrest and seeking of better conditions  
     (cycle). 
 
 
 


